
 

 
Vacation Prep: Reading List 

 

Outline 
We have already spent a considerable amount of time laying the foundations for the A Level course. 
Therefore, unlike previous years, we will not be setting any formal vacation prep. Instead, we are providing 
you with a reading/watch list – it is up to you what to read/watch. 
 
You can click on the links below to find a copy of the text/production. You may need to use the usernames 
and passwords below to access the various sites: 
 

Website Username Password 

www.dramaonlinelibrary.com HurstpierDrama Macbeth 

www.digitaltheatrplus.com student@hppc.co.uk Student123 

 

Compulsory Watch List 
You must have watched the following BEFORE you start the LVIth course: 
 

 

• The Container 2007 (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 
The Container, by Clare Bayley, tells the story of a group of asylum seekers being smuggled across 
Europe inside a shipping container, seeking refuge in England.  
  
This production, revived following a sell-out run at the Edinburgh Festival, was captured by Digital 
Theatre live inside a real shipping container parked outside the Young Vic Theatre. With an audience 
of only 28, all locked inside the container in the dark with the actors, the production was directed by 
Tom Wright, and met with much critical acclaim. 
 

• Small Island 2019 (Drama Online) 
 
Adapted for the stage by Helen Edmundson, Small Island follows three intricately connected stories. 
Hortense yearns for a new life away from rural Jamaica, Gilbert dreams of becoming a lawyer, and 
Queenie longs to escape her Lincolnshire roots. Hope and humanity meet stubborn reality as the play 
traces the tangled history of Jamaica and the UK. 
 
Andrea Levy’s epic, Orange Prize-winning novel bursts to new life on the Olivier stage. A company of 
40 tells a story which journeys from Jamaica to Britain, through the Second World War to 1948 – the 
year the HMT Empire Windrush docked at Tilbury. 

  

http://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/
http://www.digitaltheatrplus.com/
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/the-container
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/small-island-nt-iid-192954


Interesting Performances Available Online 
 

• Beautiful Thing 1993 (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 
This 20th anniversary production of Jonathan Harvey’s play about two working class teenage boys 
falling in love on a South East London council estate was captured by Digital Theatre live at the Arts 
Theatre in London’s Leicester Square.  
  
It was directed by Nikolai Foster and starred Suranne Jones as Sandra, a single mother trying to make 
the best for her and her sensitive son, Jamie. The production received wide critical acclaim and was 
revived again two years later. 
 

• Translations (Drama Online) 
 
What happens when a land is robbed of its language? 
 
Brian Friel’s modern classic is a powerful account of nationhood, which sees the turbulent 
relationship between England and Ireland play out in one quiet community. Owen, the prodigal 
son, returns to rural Donegal from Dublin. With him are two British army officers. Their ambition is 
to create a map of the area, replacing the Gaelic names with English. It is an administrative act with 
radical consequences.  
 
This archive recording was captured on 31st July, 2018. 
 

• A Disappearing Number 2008 (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

Winner of the 2008 Olivier Award for Best New Play, A Disappearing Number tells the true story of 
the extraordinary collaboration between Cambridge professor G.H. Hardy and self-taught 
mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan, who made some of the most significant mathematical 
discoveries of the 20th century. 
  
This production was devised by Complicité and directed by Simon McBurney and is accompanied by 
an in-depth conversation about the show and the company, between Co-Founder Annabel Arden and 
Associate Director Catherine Alexander. 
 

 

• Things I Know To Be True 2017 (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

Andrew Bovell’s Things I Know To Be True is brought to life in this moving and visceral piece of 
contemporary theatre, featuring Frantic Assembly’s celebrated physicality. 
 
Things I Know To Be True is co-produced by Frantic Assembly and State Theatre Company South 
Australia with Warwick Arts Centre, and in association with Chichester Festival Theatre and the Lyric 
Hammersmith. 
 

• Negative Space (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

Negative Space is a remarkable piece of visual theatre. Using choreographed movement and actions 
within a plasterboard room without words or narrative - it allows the performers to make and break 
rules, make us laugh and make us gasp. This production was captured live at the New Adelphi Theatre 
at the University of Salford. 
  

https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/beautiful-thing
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/translations-nt-iid-192952
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/complicite/a-disappearing-number
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/things-i-know-to-be-true
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/negative-space


The company, Reckless Sleepers, introduces an entirely new grammar of representation, creating 
unique and exciting work which challenges how we think about what we see. Playing with meaning, 
logic and even ‘play’ itself, they present work which is bracing, funny and thought-provoking. 
Negative Space is the companion piece to their iconic show Schrödinger and brilliantly extends their 
reputation for original, ground-breaking performance. 

 

• Funny Girl (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

Funny Girl is based on the life of Broadway star, film actress and comedienne Fanny Brice (a role 
made famous by Barbra Streisand) and her tempestuous relationship with entrepreneur and gambler 
Nick Arnstein. This classic musical and critically acclaimed production features Sheridan Smith in “an 
unforgettable star turn” (The Times) and a host of iconic musical numbers including ‘People’, ‘I’m the 
Greatest Star’ and ‘Don’t Rain On My Parade’. 
  
Following its record-breaking, sell-out run at Menier Chocolate Factory and in London’s West End, 
Funny Girl was captured by Digital Theatre live at Manchester’s Palace Theatre on the last night of 
its national tour. 
 

• The Crucible (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

Arthur Miller’s The Crucible is a partially fictionalised telling of the Salem witch trials of 1692/3. 
Accusations of witchcraft following a game played by the daughters of a Massachusetts village 
spiral out of control and many must choose between their reputations and their integrity. 
  
This production, captured by Digital Theatre live at London’s Old Vic theatre, was directed by Yaël 
Farber, starred Richard Armitage as John Proctor and enjoyed a sold-out run, receiving widespread 
critical acclaim. 
 

• Lovesong (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

Lovesong intricately weaves the story of a couple in the first stages of their life together with the 
same couple as they approach the end of this story.  
  
A delicate mix of storytelling and physical theatre, this production was captured by Digital Theatre 
live at the Lyric Hammersmith, London. Directed and choreographed by Scott Graham and Steven 
Hoggett, it features an extraordinary collaborative performance from its cast; Edward Bennett, Sam 
Cox, Sian Phillips and Leanne Rowe. 
 

• A Doll’s House (Digital Theatre Plus) 
 

In Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, Nora Helmer, having fraudulently borrowed money to save her 
husband, is forced to reveal her secret and, in doing so, reassess her life as it stands.  
  
This production, directed by Carrie Cracknell, was captured by Digital Theatre live at London’s 
Young Vic theatre. It starred Hattie Morahan as Nora and Dominic Rowan as Torvald, and was met 
with widespread critical and public acclaim. 
 

• Consent (Drama Online) 
 

Why is Justice blind? Is she impartial? Or is she blinkered? Friends take opposing briefs in a rape 
case. The key witness is a woman whose life seems a world away from theirs. At home, their own 
lives begin to unravel as every version of the truth is challenged. 

https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/funny-girl#production-videos-key-scene
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/the-crucible
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/lovesong
https://www.digitaltheatreplus.com/education/collections/digital-theatre/a-dolls-house
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/consent-nt-iid-192951


 
Nina Raine’s powerful, painful, funny play sifts the evidence from every side and puts justice herself 
in the dock. Consent received its world premiere in a co-production with Out of Joint at the 
National Theatre in April 2017. 
 

• Cat on a Hot Tin Roof (Drama Online) 
 
This Young Vic production was recorded through National Theatre Live from the Apollo Theatre in 
London’s West End on 22nd February, 2018. 
 
On a steamy night in Mississippi, a Southern family gather at their cotton plantation to celebrate 
Big Daddy’s birthday. The scorching heat is almost as oppressive as the lies they tell. Brick and 
Maggie dance round the secrets and sexual tensions that threaten to destroy their marriage. With 
the future of the family at stake, which version of the truth is real – and which will win out? 
Tennessee Williams’ searing, poetic story of a family’s fight for survival is a twentieth century 
masterpiece. 
 

• Small Island (Drama Online) 
 

Recorded through National Theatre Live on 30th May, 2019. 
Adapted for the stage by Helen Edmundson, Small Island follows three intricately connected 
stories. Hortense yearns for a new life away from rural Jamaica, Gilbert dreams of becoming a 
lawyer, and Queenie longs to escape her Lincolnshire roots. Hope and humanity meet stubborn 
reality as the play traces the tangled history of Jamaica and the UK. 
 
Andrea Levy’s epic, Orange Prize-winning novel bursts to new life on the Olivier stage. A company 
of 40 tells a story which journeys from Jamaica to Britain, through the Second World War to 1948 – 
the year the HMT Empire Windrush docked at Tilbury. 
 

• Translations (Drama Online) 
 
What happens when a land is robbed of its language? 
 
Brian Friel’s modern classic is a powerful account of nationhood, which sees the turbulent 
relationship between England and Ireland play out in one quiet community. Owen, the prodigal 
son, returns to rural Donegal from Dublin. With him are two British army officers. Their ambition is 
to create a map of the area, replacing the Gaelic names with English. It is an administrative act with 
radical consequences.  
 
This archive recording was captured on 31st July, 2018. 
 

• Yerma (Drama Online) 
 

A young woman is driven to the unthinkable by her desperate desire to have a child in Lorca’s 
classic tragedy about honour, family and female empowerment. Set in contemporary London, 
Piper’s portrayal of a woman in her thirties desperate to conceive builds with elemental force to a 
staggering, shocking, climax. 
 
The theatre phenomenon sold out at the Young Vic and critics called it ‘an extraordinary theatrical 
triumph’ (The Times) and ‘stunning, searing, unmissable’ (Mail on Sunday). Billie Piper’s lead 
performance was described as ‘spellbinding’ (The Evening Standard), ‘astonishing’ (iNews) and 
‘devastatingly powerful’ (The Daily Telegraph). 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/cat-on-a-hot-tin-roof-young-vic-nt-iid-192950
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/small-island-nt-iid-192954
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/translations-nt-iid-192952
https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/yerma-young-vic-nt-iid-190511


 
Billie Piper won an Evening Standard Best Actress award for her performance in Simon Stone’s 
radical production of Lorca’s achingly powerful masterpiece. 

 

• Othello (Drama Online) 
 

Othello, newly married to Desdemona – who is half his age – is appointed leader of a major military 
operation. Iago, passed over for promotion by Othello in favour of the young Cassio, persuades 
Othello that Cassio and Desdemona are having an affair. 
 
This acclaimed production of William Shakespeare’s play about the destructive power of jealousy 
was nominated for Best Revival at the 2013 Olivier Awards. Adrian Lester and Rory Kinnear jointly 
won the Evening Standard Best Actor Award for their performances in the iconic roles of Othello 
and Iago. 
 

Things to Read 
 

• Constellations by Nick Payne 

• Dea by Edward Bond 

• Fatherland by Simon Stephens, Scott Graham and Karl Hind 

• Look Back In Anger by John Osbourne 

• Memory of Water by Shelagh Stephenson 
 

Set Texts 
• That Face by Polly Stenham 

• Woyzeck by Georg Buchner 
 
 
 

https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com/plays/othello-nt-iid-190524
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/ES1YBtOjjCtKmSYmEKIFIbcBV3rgLZRv6IooUZTARePpRQ?e=P2aSFV
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/ETjBNIcjlR1Kml-8pzd-P4AB8HgAMj_QRcHlQA0uc_wc0g?e=qqWxxw
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/EamCayorGSZMtxKo_chK_dsBYG10XlalGQmlHGiDqBZv-Q?e=fmSxDB
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/Ea1yTJ3e8edHlTf3P9x-a9oBPnRMIamLmjH71fLAx4E4Ug?e=KkqmTF
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/EU_Q8s0mBCZDnx8x_vM_wGgBeBNNNkSy7Tt3olVIhhUN-A?e=UR432q
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/ER-FOJfbeFdMnPu-p4kkOH4BFtI6nN1TZeXDPJqeeu37lg?e=aUbn22
https://441273836938.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/DramaDepartment886/EYcpGG6ZaehOmn3RXfdaciMBrqnV6Wj9U620iOcBJgChDQ?e=a4lCqX

